
Lichenary
Volunteer initiation



What is Lichenary?
Lichenary is a community of curious people just like you,

who step outside with wide-open eyes and observe lichens.
No complicated equipment needed, just a phone, a little bit

of curiosity, and we help our cities breathe better.



What do we do?
We head out to parks and streets, looking for lichens. We

take photos, note their locations, and upload everything to
our website. This way, we create a living map of the air

quality in our community.



Why do we do this?
Because the air we breathe affects our health and our

future. Lichens show us whether air is clean or polluted —
they sense what we can't yet see. So, together, we can take

care of the place where we live.



Why lichens?
Lichens are fascinating natural wonders that don't need soil, instead

absorbing everything directly from the air. This unique characteristic
makes them incredibly sensitive indicators of air quality: if the air is

polluted, they suffer and disappear, but if it's clean, they flourish and grow
vibrant. They truly are our unseen allies, silently narrating the tale of the

air around us without uttering a single word.



How to take a correct
lichen photo



Materials Needed:
Phone camera: You don't need a super-professional one; your
smartphone camera will do great.
Small Magnifying Glass: A classic 5-10x magnifying glass is
ideal – you can find these online or in stationery stores.
Notebook / Phone: For jotting down the location and date of
your observations.
Internet Access: To upload your photos and observations to
the website.
A Little Patience and Curiosity: This is the most important
part! =)



Step 1
           Use your magnifying glass and get close without using
digital zoom! Hold the magnifying glass steadily in front of the
lichen and bring your phone close to the magnifying glass. This
way, you can capture fine details through the magnifier, thus
avoiding digital zoom since it ruins the photo.    
           Note: If you don't have a magnifying glass, get close
enough so that the details become clear.



Step 2
Keep your phone steady! Use both

hands or support it against
something fixed. Nobody wants

blurry photos!

Step 3
Use natural light! Take photos

outdoors, in diffused light, without
flash. Flash creates strange

reflections and ugly shadows.

Step 4
Show all important details! Capture the
lichen from all angles — the edge, the
underside — and use the magnifying
glass for fine details, but without

touching the lichen with the magnifier!

Step 5
Choose a nice composition! Activate the grid

on your screen and place the lichen in an
interesting spot in the photo. Also show some

of the bark or stone it's resting on.



Things to avoid:
Digital zoom
Photos taken in the dark or with flash
Touching the lichen with the magnifying glass
Photographing only a small piece of the lichen Bonus tips

Clean your camera lens before taking photos.
Note the date and location where you took
the photo.
Find a large enough lichen!!
Find a healthy lichen with sufficiently intense
coloration, not dehydrated and discolored!!



ExamplesExamples



DON’TS!



How to upload
your lichen

observation



Step 1
Identify the species.

 Use our guide on the website to
choose the correct specie.





Step 2
Log in or create an account. 

• Go to our website. 
• Log into your account. 

• If you don't have an account, sign up and wait for
admin approval (it doesn't take long).







Step 3
After logging in, enter your dashboard.



Step 4
Upload the observation.

• Click on the "Upload a Lichen
Observation" button.



Step 5
Complete the Form:

Upload your clear photo of the lichen.
Enter the date and time you took the photo.
Specify where you found the lichen (e.g., "Central Park, Cluj").
Add the coordinates (latitude and longitude). You can easily find these using Google
Maps on your phone:

Latitude: Use a + (plus) for the Northern Hemisphere, – (minus) for the Southern
Hemisphere.
Longitude: Use a + (plus) for the Eastern Hemisphere, – (minus) for the Western
Hemisphere.
Important: When adding the coordinates use a decimal point (.) instead of a
comma(,)! For example, write 24.35, not 24,35.





Step 6
Note the air pollution level.

 In the observation form, you'll find a section for the pollution
score; you can find it in the guide! It's at the end of each article

about a specie!





Step 7
Submit the

observation! Click on
"Upload" and you're

done!



Thank you!


